II. GENERAL HISTORY OF THE
VOLATILE OILS.

In the course of centuries various more or less independent
branches have separated from the common trunk of natural
science and have made a history of their own. This is true
of the subject presented in this treatise. To be sure a fairly
exact knowledge of those plant products, which are termed
volatile oils, has been gained only in recent periods. Neverthe-
less the nature and value of these substances does not appear
to have escaped the observation of the oldest peoples. It seems
almost certain that not only the grace and vivid coloring of the
flowers but also the fragrance of the vegetation in southern Asia
must have aroused the curiosity of man, fully as much as did
the utilization of the plants for the purpose of food and clothing.
Indeed, those plants and plant products that were conspicuous
on account of their aromatic odor and taste, seem to have
attracted the attention of man in a special degree. These very
properties seem to have induced him to use them and to seek
proper methods for their cultivation and preservation.

It is true that the oldest documents pertaining to the history
of the beginning of human industry have recorded only the most
primitive methods for the preparation of implements that were
used in the chase, the cultvation of the soil, and for the collec-
tion and preparation of foodstuffs and other useful products.
Nevertheless it may not be amiss to suppose that the exigencies
of self-preservation and of wellbeing at an early period caused
man to utilize fire not only for the preparation of foodstuffs but
for various other purposes. It may have required long periods
of time before fire was used for the preservation of perishable
foodstuffs, for the separation of pleasant substances from dis-